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PSALM 22. @ 


“ Our fathers trufted in thee: they trufted, 
and thou didft deliver them”. 


Pesete. © LY David fpake: thefe 


7 words in the name of the 
% H xp Jewith nation, looking back 
“pr to their pious _ ance(tors, 
4x xe through the feveral fucceflive 
forsee Ay eee” Deriods, in which they had 
exifted asa people ; and what he fays con- 
“eerning them is, that they ‘‘ trufted . in 
GOD”... He then records the happy effect 
confequent thereupon’ “ Thou didit deli-. 
ver them”: which deliverance GOD fome- 
£imes wrought out forthem in the mofl fignal 
manner ; ‘‘ riding in the heavens for their 
help, and in his excellency on the clouds”. 


Gy 


a , 

Tue infpired pfalmift reminds the Jewith 
people, in his day, of this picty of their pro- 
genitovs,and the good effect of it, thathe|might 
excite in them a becoming concern to make 
GOD the fupreme objeét of their trutt ; en- 
couraging them, in this way, to hope for de- 
Jiverance, however prefling the difficulties 
might be they were under, 


My 
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_My text, though thus primarily directed 
to the Jews to engage their truft in Gon, 
that they might obtain deliverance from evil, 

_is yet applicable to other people, under like 
ci um ftlances ; and may obvioufly be ac- 
odated to the people of Gop in this 
Jaad. . Perhaps, there. are no. people, now 
dwelling on the face of the éarth, who may,” 
with greater pertinency, adopt the language 
‘of king Wavid, and fay, “ our fathers trult- 
ed in thee ; chey.truited, and thou didft de- 
liver them”. 

IT fhall difeourfe to the words in this ac- 
eommodated fente ; taking occafion from them 
to.fpeak of our pious anceftors as thofe who 
S‘trufted in Gop”; and then of the good 
effect of their fo doing, inthe ‘‘ deliverances 

Gab Woche ‘out for them”. The-way will 

then be clear to point out tous their potte- 
wity our duty in this day of trouble, and the 
effeét we may humbly look for from 
the faithful performance of it. 

In may@with real truch be faid of our 
pious, progenitors, that they “‘trufted in 
GOD”’;. thatis, that they made GOD the 
-alone ulcimate obje& of their dependence 
in-every time of need. And this they did, 
not-blindly,’ or groundilefsly, as having no 
folid reafon for .their conduét ; but-trom jut 
-eonceptions of. that wifdom,. power, «and 
Ropdiacls of Gop, :which render him abeing 

every 


és 
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every way futable tobe intirely confided ins 
In this view of the all-fufficiency of Gop, 
they ever repaired to him as'their ftrength 
and refuge, commiting themfelves, and all 
_ their concerns, into his hands, and relying ~ 
" on him as their fupreme help. Senfible of . 
| __ their own: inability to provide for and pro- 
teét-themfelves,:and of the. inability of all 
creatures without Gop, much more in op 
pofition to him, they took off their depen- 
dence from every thing elfe, and placed 
it on him fupremely and ultimately, as 
that glorious, and yet gracious, being, who 
‘ alone was fufficient to be their guide, “de- 
= fence, and help, efpecially in their days of 
trouble. 


7 Tuvs our fathers trufted in Gop ; and 
fome fpecial properties of this their truft, 
* are eminently worthy of notice. 


Ir was a truft accompanied with prayer. 
¥ This is obferved, in the verfe immediately 
* following my text, concerning the truft of 
the Jewifh fathers. ‘They cried unto 

_ thee; and were delivered”. They prayed, 
as well as trufted. They. not onlyomade 
Gop their dependance, but commited their 
cafe to him in humble, fervent fupplicati- 

: ons. In like manner, prayer to that glori- 
ous being-who dwelleth on high, was ever 
Fs “4 
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a concomitant of that truft which the piows 
forefathers of the people of New-England 
placed inGop. They were eminently men 
of prayer ; they prayed always ; and their 
prayers were more abundant, and more im- 
portunate and inceflant, when their cir¢cum- 
ftances mace it proper to make Gop their. 
{pecial refuge in any times of more than or- 
dinary difficulty and danger. They now 
befieged the throne of Gop, with their fer- 
vent cries, at once hoping in his mercy, and 
praying to him for the beftowment of it. 


Tuer truft alfo was accompanied with 
humility, a becoming fenfe of their unwor- 
thinefs, and the infinite condefcention of 
Gop, that he fhould be willing to allow fuch 
finful undeferving creatures to place their 
dependence on him for protection and help, 
They entertained in their minds exalted ap- 
prehenfions of this favor of the “ high and 
lofty one who inhabiteth eternity” ; and as 
low ones of themfelves, in confideration of 
their own comparative nothingnefs, much 
more of their finfulnefs, whereby they had 


- expofed themfelyes to the righteous refent- 


ments of heaven. 


. Tuerr truft in Gop was likewife exerci- 
fed with profound iubmiffion to his alwife 
pleafure, as to the time, manner, posal, 

ane. 


, 


+ 
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dn4 all the circumftances relative to the good 
they confided in him for. They were {0 
refigned as to have no will of their own, 
in oppofition to Gop’s.. That was t e feel- 
‘ing of their hearts, as well as the language 
oftheir lips, in all times of danger and dif-_ 
trefs, whether perfonal or public, “ler the 
Lord do to us as feemeth good to him”, 
« Father, not as we will, Sut as thog wilt’. 


Again, Tue ttuft in Goo Was fteadily 
and firmly fixed. Nothing was able to 
fhake their confidence in the divine per- 
fe@tions, and promifes, fo difficulties in the 
courle of providence, no difcouragements,: 
no dangers, no tryals however heavy and 
fevere ; but in the midft of all, and hot- 
withftanding all, they had reftin their fouls by 
refolutely cleaving to Gop as their ultimate 
hope and réfuge. With holy Job they could 
fay, “tho” he flay me, yet will Ltrott im 
him”; Yea, they could triumph in the lan- 
guage of the 46th Pfalm, ‘“‘Gop is our 
refuge and ftrength, a very prefent helpia 
trouble. Therefore will we not fear, tho® 
the earth be removed, and the mountains be 
catried into the depth of the feas ; tho’ the 
waters thereof roar and are troubled ; tho’ the 
mountains fhake with the {welling thereof’, 


Pei 6 = again, Terie truft in Gop was ac- 
B “‘conipained, 


* 
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companied with their own endeavours, in’ 
the ufe of proper means, in ofder to the ob- 
tainment of needed falvation and deliver- 
ance : Otherwife, inftead of placing a well 
grounded confidence in the divine all-fuffici- 
ency, they would have been chargeable with 
the weaknels and folly of prefuming up- 
on the help of heaven, For it ought always 
to be remembered, tho’ it is Gop ultimately 
who protects, helps, and faves; yet, he or- 
dinarily does this by the intervention of 
fecond caufes, adapted in their nature to the 
purpofe, Our fathers, therefore, that they 
might not fubftitute prefumption, in the 
room of a well-placed truft, joined with their 
dependance on Gop, tho’ ih abfolute fub- 
ordination to it, a due ufe of fuch means as 
he has been wont to accompany, or fol- 
low, with his bleffing. -Had they, in a time 
of danger, needlefsly expofed themfelves, 
or had they nor taken fuch methods as were 
wile, fit and reafonable, in order to their own 
prefervation and fafety, they would in vain 
have trufted in Gop ; as in this way only 
they might reafonably have expeéted his © 
blefiing, _ 


Morgover, their truft in Gop was an 
obediential one. They at once obeyed Gop 
ahd depended on.him. They made it their 
care to walk in the way of his command- 

ments 
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ments; and now they confided in his power, 
wifdom, and goodnefs to defend, proteé, 
guide, and do them good. For, as the 
feripture fays, to which they always paid a 
facred regard, “the Lord is a fun and fhield ; 
the Lord will withhold no good thing” ;— 
from whom? It follows, ‘‘from them that 
walk uprightly”. 


Iw fine, their truft in Gono was exercifed 
thro’ Jefus Chrift. This fon of Gon’s love 
they efteemed the divinely appointed medi- 
um of communication between Gop and 
man, and the only one that was fo. Thro? 
him they believed Gop was reconcilable to 
_ inners, and might be a friend to fupply their 

wants,to help them under difficulties,to guard 
them againft dangers, and to be their falva- 
tion in a day of trouble. They accordingly 
repaired to Gop thro’ Jefus Chrift, the one 
mediator between Gop and men, making 
him their refuge, the fupreme object of their. 
dependance in regard both of foul and body, 
’ this world and another. The worthinefs of 
Curist, and not their own, was the reafon 
or ground of all they expected in confe- 
quence of their trafting in him. They knew 
Gop was ever well pleafed with his Son 
Jefus Chrift, in vertue of his obedience to 
the death ; and that, thro” him, they might 
with humble cenfidence rely on him to pity, 
eS. and 


A 


~ the ordinances of Gop, th 
to Snes, confifcations, imprifonments, and 
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and help them ; to appear their favior, and 
“work out del'verance for them. Him there- 


_ fore they made the great objeét of their troft, 


their fopreme refuge, an all-fufficient di- 
re€lor and protector, 


Anp they found their account in thus 
grufting in Gop. For what is faid in” “the 
Jatter part of my text, is juftly applicable to 
them, aS Thou dict deliver them” sig gs 


Tue word, deliverance” , carries in it 
the idea of difficulty ‘and danger, either felt 
or feared. Our fathers were’ often expoled 
‘to. dangers, and fometimes calied, in the 
courte of providence, to fuffer the tryal of 
refing difficulties.’ Gop was their refuge 


pr the’e times of trouble, in him they truit- 


‘ed ; and the effect was, their déliverance’c ‘our 
of all their ttonbles, oe 


Ir was 2 day of grievous tryal to them, 
when they were oppreffed in Englard, by 
having put on their necks the ecclefigitieal 
ycke of bondage, which was forely galling, 
‘They were nor permitted to worfhip their 
Gop according to the didtates of conicience, 
guided by his word. And unlefs they fub- 

f man, added to 


mitted to the inventions of 
cy became lable 


banifhmeng 


iA 
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 Sanifhment, It could fcarce be believed 
‘what they were called to, unlefs they would 
“fhipwreck faith and a good-confcience, was 
a rehearfal to be here given of what they 
fuffered.—But, as they trufted in Gop, he 
made way for their deliverance from this 
tyranay, by bringing them over to this then 
defolate land, with CHaRTER-RIGHTS, not 
only fetting them free from the oppreffion of 
ehurch power, but intitling them to diftin- 
guithing liberties and privileges, both civib 
‘and religious. And very fignal was the ap- 
“pearance of heaven on their behalf in bring- 
ing about this deliverance. The alwife good 
Gop not only gave them favor with the great 
‘men at home, {fo as to encourage their enter~ 
prize to this new and unknown part of the 
‘world; but made a path for them in the 
great waters, and bro’c them over the at- 
dantic to thefe then dafigerous, becaufe, in 
‘that day, “untried fhoars ; landing them in 
fafety. The deliverance. of our forefa- 
thers from tyranny andoppreffior, by bring- | 
ing them over to this diltant region, is 
not volike his carrying his Ifrael of old thro” 
the red fea to the promifed land of reft: 
_. And that might have been their fong of 
praile upon this account, ‘The Lord is our 
ferength and fong ; and he is become our 
falvation, He is our Gop, and we will pre- 
pare him an habitation, Who is like unto 
thee og thee, 
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ose enamens sane: 
. : 


vofe up againft us, then they had. fwallowed 
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thee, O Lord,among the Gods? Whois like 
thee, glorious in holinefs, fearful in praifes, 
doing. wonders _ Thou in mercy hatt led 
forth the people whom thou haft redeemed ; 
thou haft girded them in thy ftrength.— 
Thou haft bro’t them in, and planted them 
in the! mountain of thine inheritance, in the 
place, O Lord, which thou haft made for 
thee to dwell in, in the fanctuary, O Lord, 
which thy hands have eftablifhed. The 
Lord fhall reign forever and ever”. 


- Our fathers, after their coming into this 
land, were at firft, and for many years, in 
flraits and difficulties, and at times “much 
put to it even for the neceffaries of life. 
But as they trufted in Gop, he appeared for 
their help, and: made provifion for their fup- 
port, in ways as extraordinary, as unexpected, 


- Our fathers, after their fettlement in this 
_ Jand, were: fometimes in great diftrefs from 


the favages that invaded them, and threat- 
ned. their deftru€tion. And had.it not been 
for marvellous proteétions afforded to. them 
by Gop almighty. they muft haveiperifhed 


~ by the hands of chefe enemies.. They might . 


with great propncty have adopted. thofe 
words of the Plalnntt, «‘ If it had:not been 
the Lord who was on eur fide, when men 


us 


« 
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us up quick, when their wrath was kindled 
again{t us.—Bleffed be the Lord, who hath 
not given us a prey to their teeth. —Our 


help is in the name of the Lord, who made 
_ heaven and earth”. 


Our fathers, even after they had, in a 
good meafure, fubdued this wildernefs-coun- 
try, enlarging their borders, increafing in 
numbers, and in a plenty of the comforts of 
life, and, at the fame time, adding ftrength 
and glory to the Britifh crown, were hardly 
dealt -with by thofe who had the govern- 
ment in their hands, * Their charter rights 


- Were 


* The following fummary of the tyrannical ep- 
preffion of thofe days will net be efteemed a 
mifreprefentation, as it is taken from the hiftory 
of the Maffachufetts-Bay, wrete by his honor, 
our prefent commander in chief. * Nero (pag. 
355-) concealed his tyrannical difpofition mere 
years than Sir Edmund, and his creatures, 
did months. It was not long before the cafe 
of fome, who apprehended themfeives opprefied, 
came under confideration; one of the Council 
told them, that they muft not think the privile- 
ges of Englifhmen would follow them to the 
end of the world. This gave an alarm thro’ 
__ the geyernment.—One of the firft ais ef pew- 
€r was the reftraint ef the prefs, Randelph 
as [tac tool of power ] was the licenfer—A re= 
‘Htraint upon marriages was more grievous. None 
were allowed to marry, except they entered into 
bonds, 
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were trampled upon, and arbitrary methods, 
taken to difpofe of their lands, and make. 
them flaves to thofe who had ic in view to 
eyranize over them, But, as they trofted in 

op, he made bare his arm for their deli~ 
verance. This he did by effeéting a glori- 
ee ee | ous 


bonds, with fureties to the Governer, to be for- 
feited in cafe there fhould afrerwards appear to 
have been any lawful impediment.—Sir Ed- 
mund® confidered the congregational minifters 
as meer laymen. Randolph wrote to the Bi- 
fhip of Lendon, ‘1 prefs’ for able and fober 
minifters, and we will contribute largely te 
their maintainance ; but ore thing will mainly - 
lielp, wren no marriages flaall hereafter be al- 
Jowed lawful, but fuch as are made by the miniy 
~~ fters of the charch of England The peopie 
(356, §37-) were menaced, that their meeting- 
fhoufes fhould be tdéken from them; and that 
public worfhip in the con regationa! way fhould 
net be Oe ito aevexal churches had agreed 
* “to fet apart days ot thankfgiving for his Majefty’s 
declaration for liberty of confcience. The Go- 
vernor forbad them.—Hetold them, they fhould 
‘meet at their peril, and that he fhould fend fol- 
~diers to guard their meeting-houfes.—Swearing: 
by the book (pag. 358. ) which had never Beer 
practifed, was now intreduced ; and fuch as 
fcrupled it were fined and imprifoned.— The 
fees to all officers were exorbitant. Fifty Shil- 
* dings [ money of that day ]was the common fee 
for probateof a will, The Governor was fupreme 
ordinary, and acted by himfelf.—lt was a great 
sey burdest 
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éus revolution in England ; glorious in this, 
among other refpeéts, that it changed thé 
Cc ; line 


burden upon widows and children, who lived. 
remote, to be obliged to come to Bofton for 
every part of bufinefs relative to the fettlement 
of eftates. The fees of all other officers were 
complained of as oppreflive. THE HARPIES 
THEMSELVES QUARRELLED ABOUT THEIR 
SHARE OF THE PREY.—But the greateft profit 
(,pag. 359) arofe from patents for lands. The 
Charter being vacated, the people were told 
that their titles fo their effates Wee of no va- 
lue.—lt was made public, that all who would 
acknowledge the infufficiency of their title, de- 
rived from thé former government, by petition- 
ing for new patents, fhould be quieted upon 
reafonable terms,—-In the complaint to King 
James, it is alledged, that the fees of fome 
amounted fo Fifty Pounds.—Men’s titles were 
not queftioned dll at once... Had this been the 
Cafe, according to the computation then made, 
all the perfonal eftate in the colony would net 
have paid the charge of the patents. — The Go- 
vernor (pag. 361) with four or five of his Coun- 
cil laid what taxes they thought proper. This 
the people complained of as their greateft griev= 
ance. They thought themfelyes INTITLED To 
THE LIBERTIES AND IMMUNITIES OF FREE 
ANB NATURAL BORN ENGLISH SUBJECTS, 
and confequently that No MONIES OUGHT To 
‘BE RAISED FROM THEM BUT BY THEIR RE- 
PRESENTAT IVES’. 

: z Thefe; 
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Fine of the Regal fucceffion, fettling it on 
her Electoral Bighnets, thePrince{s SopHra 


Dutchefs 


ings of our fathers, under the adminiftiation of 
Sir Edmund, “ who knew ‘too well the difpofi- 
tion of his mafter to give him any concern about 
the complaints preferred againft him” : But they 
were the Gccalion of a revolution here about 
the fame time, the revolution took place in 
England ; a general account only of which would 


‘Thefe,and fuch like in general,were the fuffer- 


_ take up more room than can be here fpared.. 
~~ [ fhall only fubjoin that obfervable remark of 
~ eur honourable commander in chief, in a note at 


Fs 


the bottom of page 391. ‘* Of all that were con- 
cerned in the late government [ Sir Edmund’s} 


‘ment, Oppreftion is lefs grievous from a ftran- 


} Sopra was daughter of Erisapetn, daugh- 


a 


: 


ter of King James. the frft. She married 

OwNT PALATINE of the Rhine ;_ and in her 
day the whole Palatinate (who were ProTEs- 
TANTS) fuffered greatly, in confequence of the 
exercife of catholic tyranny, It was reafona- 
“bly expected her own father Soul have afferd- 


__ @dber needed help ; but fhe had no affiftance 


froma 
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Dutchefs of Hanover, the only remaining 
Protestant branch of the old royal fami- 
ty, and the heirs of her body, being Pro- 
vESTANTS ; which fettlement of the crown, 
firft made in ‘the reign of King William and 
Queen Maty, and afterwards confirmed by 

repeated 


from him. The famous Dr. Prefton, mafter 
of Emanuel-College in Cambridge, and chap- 
lain in ‘ordinary to his then Majefty King 
lames, in a Sermon, preached in his hearing, 
has thefe obfervable words ¢ pag. 52), directed 
to thofe who had great power, and opportuni- 
ty of doing good, ‘* Let them confider that ex- 
cellent fpeech of Mordacaito Efther, (chap. 4+ 
v. 24.) If thou hold thy tongue at this time, delive- 
rance foall appear to the Fews from anether place 5 
but thou and thy boufe foall peri. The meaning 
is this ; then there was an opportunity of doing 
good to the church, Therefore, faith he, if thou 
do net do it,thou and thy houfe fhall perifh. For 
if any be an impediment, nay, if any do not do 
their beft, I pronounce this, in the name of the 
the moft trae GOD, that foall make it goos fooner 
or later, they and their houfes foall perifh, and be as 
the firaw that we fpake of, that oppreffeth the coat 
of fire”. Some, perhaps, may look upon this as 
a prophetic fpeech, and remarkably fulfilled, 
when they are told, that Charles the Firft, King 
James’s Son; was awfully beheaded; and that 
Jauies the Second, his Grandfon, abdicated the 
“throne, upon which, after the death of Queca 
Ann, George the Firft was feated, in whofe fa- 
gily the futeeffion has run on to this day. 
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repeated acts of Parliament, upon the death 
of Queen Ann, who left no iflye, placed his 
‘Majefty King George the Firft on the Bri- 
tifh throne, then his royal Son our late King 
George the Second, and now his Grandfon, 
pur prefent moft gracious King George the 
Third ; in whofe family, our prayer to the 
Gop of Heaven is, that the fucceffion may 
abide for ever.! Seat te 


‘Tue religious and civil liberties and pri- 
vileges, both of the mother-country and 
the American colonies, were nearly and 
‘clofely conneéted with this fignal interpofie 
tion of that Gop, who is King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, whofe kingdom is an ever- 
dafling-kingdem, and whofe dominion rpleth 
‘over all. “Had it not been for this marvel- 
‘lous “appearance of divine “providence, 
‘in favor of Be people in Old, as well asin 
JNew-England, they would have been go- 
verned, not by law, but by fovereign will, 
‘abfolute pleafure; that is, in plain words, 
“they would, inftead of being free-men, have 
‘been made abjcé& ‘flaves.° That was ‘the 
‘language of our pious fathers, both at home 
‘and in this country, ppon this great and 
“never to be forgotten deliverance, ‘* The 
‘Lord is our .ftrength and refuge, our fhield 
‘and defence. The Lord hath done great 
‘things for us, whereof we are glad. Afcribe 

2. Rie Sere - z ‘ag 
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4 greatnefs to our Gon. He is the rock, 
dis work is perfect, A Gop of truth, and. 
without iniquity ; juft and sight is he’. 


In a word, our fathers, as they trufted in 
Gop, were favored with many deliverances 
from great dangers, and heavily preffing 
difficulties ; and’in a manner, fometimes, 
peculiarly {triking and furprizing. Perhaps 
ie. cannot be faid of any deliverances,wrought 
outforany people, thofe excepted whichGop 
wrought out for his [frael of old, that the 
were more fignally great and glorious than 
thofe, in which he made shis arm bare for’ 
the falvation of our fathers in this land. 
“* He made them to go forth like theep, and 
guided them in the wildernefs like a Hock ; 
and he led them on fafely, and brought them 
to the place his right-hand had purchafed 
forthem. He caft out the heathen before 
them, and divided them an inheritance as 
it were by line: Yea, he drove out the hea- 
then with his hand, and planted them; he 
afflicted the people and caftthem out. For 
they got not this land in poffeffion with their 
own {word, neither did their own arm fave 
them, but the right-hand and arm of Gop, 
and the light of his countenance, becaufe he 
jhad a favor for them”, 


Tavs 
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"Tus we Have feen, that our forefathers 
«‘ trufted in Gep”, and that Gop, in confe- 
quence of this their piety towards him, 
wrought out deliverance for them. 


. Tue way is now prepared,according to the 
method at firft laid out, to pointout to us 
their pofterity our duty in this day of trou- 
ble, and the good effect we may humbly 
iook for from che faithful performance of it. 


Ir is our lot, my hearers, to live ina time 
when the face of providence is angry and 
threatning. Our mother-country is ina ftate 
of great perplexity, difficulty, and confufion. 
if we may give credit to the accounts. we 
have from home, complaints run high, un- 
eafinefs and difcontent are grown gentral,. 
infomuch that, if Gop does not mercafully 
interpofe, no one knows what maybe the 
confequence. And it is with us, in thefe 
“American lands, a day of darknefs, a day 
wherein we are called to put on fackcloth. 
We are out of favor with our fovereign, and. 
moft of thofe who ftand round his. throne 5 
tho’ it is an alleviation of our unhappinefs, 
that their difpleafure is owing to injurious 
reprefentations, repeatedly and wickedly. 
made to our difadvantage.—The reftraints 
weare under as to the exercife of fome of 
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our rights and privileges are grievous ;. and 
the more fo, as they were the purchafe of 
our fathers at the rifque of every thing near 
and dear to them, their lives not excepted.— 
In return for the part we chearfully bore in 
the late glorioufly fuccefsful war, which emp- 
tied our purfes, brought ‘upon us an heavy 
debt,and occafioned a mych greater lofsof our 
young men, thc flower and glory of the 
country, than was ever known before ; I fay, 
in return for this expence of blood and trea- 
fure, from which we expected to reap great 
benefit, new duties have been. impofed on 
us, and without any to reprefent our perfons 
in parliament, or to aét in our behalf; new 
officers have been appointed, and a nume- 
rous. train of them too, with enormous {ti- 
pends for this part of the world, and to be 
paid out of our pockets ; in confequence of 
which our trade was never before fo incum- 
bered with difficulties, never fo loaded with 
charges, and never fo obftruéted in its ope- 
ration.— And__we have, in a.meafure, been 
treated as tho’ we. were rebels ;_otherwife, 
what occafion could there be for this metro; 
polis to be, as it were, garrifon’d with the 
King’s troops, to the infinite hurt of the 
morals of its inhabitants, and to their being 
in a variety of ways infulted, injured, and a- 
bufed ? But.it would be needlels to.enlarge 
ina. detail of hardhhips weare all know; 


ing 


we 


oa 
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ing to, from what we have already felt, oF 
are now groaning under: Nor fhall | incut 


the charge of going out of my line, by en- 
be ii en a political confideration of what 


ought the true fource of thofe diff ~ 
cies which make the prefent, a day of 


‘trouble. Tis certainly the truth of fact, 
however the right of taxation be ‘determi 


ned, that we are ina Perplext fituation, 


Ai” our ute i is, afterthe example of our 


Fathers, in like circumiftances, to “*truft in 


Gop”. He only is the ultimate ‘objet of 
dependance. On him alone can we fecure- 
Jy rely for the falvation our cafe calls for 
‘In vain will it be to look to the hills and to 
the ‘mountains, ‘to fecond caufes ‘of whatever 


‘kind@'or nature ;' for they are nothing, and 


can affect pe hi , Without him, to the neg- 
le& of him, mu lefs in oppofition to him. 

The feriptures are agaeotdingly filled with calls: 
to truft in Gop, efpecially ina day of trou- 
ble. And we are there told, that “‘ it is bet- 
ter to truit i in the Lord than to put confi- 
dence in man” ; that ‘‘ it is better to traft in 
the Lord than to put confidence in Princes”, 
Yea, we are there warned againft placing 
our confidence in any being below the ene 
true and living Gop, ‘the Lord Jehovah, 

in whom is everlaftingftrength”. Yea, fur- 
ther; we have foch a folemn denunciation as 
that, 
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Fat, “‘curfed is the man who trufteth .in 
man, who maketh flefh his arm”, that is, in - 
oppofition to Gop, without a becoming fub- 
ferviency to the will and_pleafure of the 
almighty Ruler of the worlds == -- 


Ir is theréfote ovr duty, nor can we do- 
any thing better, under our prefent circum- 
ftances, than to put our truftinGop. And — 
if we do this with humble reverence s with 
all due fubmiffion to the fovereign -alwile, 
dominion of providence 3 and.in the ufe of 
fuch means. as are reafohable and juft; and 
will be fo accounted by “the, righteous Lorp 
who loveth righteoufnels”, we may hope to be 
delivered out of all our troubles: "Phi 
the good effect confequent upon otr fathe, 
trufting in Gop. “* They. trufted”, and Gop 
“delivered them”, And he-is the fame 
almighty good Gop now, that he was in their 
day. .‘¢ His arm is not fhortned that it can- 
hot fave’. pee 


Tz grounds upon which we may hope 
for deliverance, if we truft in Gop, are fuch 
as render all fear of being either afhamed 
ef difappointed, needlefs and unreafonable. 


-Gop has abundantly declared, in the re. 
velation he has made of his purpofes, thag 
he will be the deliverer of thofe that futably 

D repair 
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repair to him ‘as their fupreme refuge, and 
; all-fufficient help. The texts to this pur- 
pole are fcattered all over the bible. Hence 

~ ~the prayer of “David, recorded in Pfal. 17. 
7-—O thou that favelt, by thy right hand, 
3 _ them that put their truft in thee,—hide me 
j ufder the fhadow of thy wings from the 
iL _ wicked that opprefs me, from my deadly 
enemies who compafs me about : they are in- 

clofed in'their own fat; with their mouths 

they fpeak proudly: —Arife, O Lord, deli- 
: ver my foul from the wicked”. Hence al- 
fo thofe words in thé 33. ‘Pfali v. 20. “ Be- 

hold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that 

hope in higeniercy, to deliver their foul from 

~Obr foul waiteth for the Lord : He 

3s-our help and fhield. Our heart thall re- 
joice in him, becatife we have trufted in his 
holy name. “Let thy mercy, O Lord, be 
upon us according as we hope in thee. In 
hke*manner, it is faid © Pfal. 37. “The fal- 
vation of the righteous is of the Lord: he 
is their ftrength in the time of trouble. And 
the Lord thal! help them and deliver them ; 
he hall deliver them from the wicked, and 


fave them, becanfe they troft him”, — 


Anp this Gop that has engaged delive- 
ance to thofe who futably depend on him 
for it, is abundantly able to fulfill his word 
and promife, -For he is infinite in the per- 
. fections 
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feEtions of his nature; in wifdom, know- 
ledge, power, faithfulnefs, and | good- 
nefs, No obftacles are the leaft hindrance 
to him, All nature is at his command, all 
fecond caufes, whether phyfical, or- moral); 
and he can make juft what ufe of them he 
pleales in accomplifhing his own. purpofes. 
fe can bring ta nought the moft deep-laid 
counfels 3 overruling them to his own glory, 
and the geod of thole againft whem they are 
defigned.. The hearts of men, the greateft 
as well as the leaft, are known to him, 
and abfolutely under. his controul;.and he 
‘can, whenever he pleafes, “turn them even 
as the rivers of waters are turned”. No 
devices of men, whether high or low, can 
take effe& in conttadiftion to his alwife plea- 
fure. There are athoufand ways in which 
he can defeat them; yea, he can employ 
the worft and moft powerful evil devifers, 
as inftruments to confound their own de- 
figns, and bring the contrary to what they 
intended intoeffect. In fhort, all the wifdona 
and power of heaven and earth, of all angels 
and all men, are under the government. of 
Gop ; 4nd he can make ufe of it all, thould 
he think fit to employ their. inftrumentality, 
in working out falvation for his people that 
truly truftin him: Yea, he could invert the 
‘“courfe of nature, {top the fun in its courfe, 
commiffion, the {tars to fight, and interpofe 
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by ftupendous figns in heaven, and won, . 
ders on earth, for their defence, protection 

and deliverance. Thus he has done, and he 

amay do the fame again. - There is no with- 

ftanding Gov. Hecan with infinite cafe, © 
in oppofition to earth and hell, defend and 

fave thofe that make him their Mrength and 

refuge, NM 15 a: 


Lev us then, my brethren, caft all our 
care and fear on the Lord. Let us make’ 
Gop the ultimate obje@ of our dependance ;. 
Jooking above all fecond caules ; not “ cruft- 
ing in man, whofe breath is in his noftrils’, 
and can do nothing bar in. fublerviency ta 
the governing wildom of that providence’ 
which extends over all human affairs. = 


Onry, det me remind you of one thing, 
which ought never to be forgotten, and that 
is; that our truft in Gop muft be accompa- 
nied with repentance, evidencing its genvine 
reality by an amendment of our doings 
which bave not been right, and obedience 
to the voice of the Lord, We thal} only pre- 
fume, if we pretend to troft in Gop, while 
we go on in our fins, and refufe to be reclai- 
gned. A pious truft in Gop, and impeni- 
fence in fin, are utterly inconfiftent with cach 
other. We canrot ina truly religious way, 
amake Gop ouy refuge, while we = “a 

. love 
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fove to our fins, and will not be prevailedon ~ 
to part with them. 


Anp here you will permit me to fay, our 
fins are the worft enemies ‘we have. “ They 
4re,properly {peaking, the*true moral caufe 
of all chat we now fuffer, or hav¢ reafon to 
fear, We may afcribe the ill ftate of our 
affaits to this or the other fecond caufe. We 
may afcribe it to mifreprefentations fent to 
the mother-country by thofe, in this, who 
feek their own, not the welfare of the pub 
lic; We may afcribe it to the pride, the re= 
fentment, the hatred of men at home, clo- 
thed with dignity and honor; we may afcribe 
it toa malignant {piric in fome, who cannot 
‘be eafie without having the purfes of the’ 
colonies fubjected to their arbitrary pleafure. 
But if any thould fuppote our difficulties 
may, in any meafure, be owing to thefe, or 
fuch like -caufes, it muft be faid, they are 
only fecondary ones, faperintended and go- 
verned by the great Ruler of the world: 
Men can do nothing without Gop. And 
whatever difficulnes, hardfhips, and fuffer- 
ings they may be the occafion of, they are 
only inftruments in the hands of providence. 
Gop ultimately is the ir flicter of thefe evils ; 
and he would neither inflict, or permit ‘the 
infli@tion of them, but on account of the 
fins of thofe wao fuffer by them. Our fins 
: therefore 


~ 
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therefore, in the Jaft refult, are the alone 
~ caufe of whatever troubles we groan under. 
Inftead therefore of reflecting blame on Gop, 
we fhould blame ourfelves ; and in truch, 
we-have much more reafon to blame our+ 
felves for our fins, than to blame even the 
fecondary caufes of our fuffering. 


Ir then we would truft in Gop, fo a8 to 
fecure his favor, and obtain the deliverance 
we need, we muft make him our refuge in 
the way of repentance and reformation ; 
humbling ourfelves in a fenfe of our multi- 
plied offences committed againft the majefty 
of heaven, and refolving, in the ftrength of 
divine grace, that wherein we have done ini~ 
quity we will do fo no more. If we would 
hope, upon juft grounds,to be a happy peo- 
ple, and to have continued to us thofe inva- 
luable rights and liberties that have been 
tran{mitied to us frem our fathers, we mutt 
be imitators of their virtue, truft in Gop in 
a way of repentance, anda due care to live 
in the world pioufly, righteoufly, and fober- 
ly, as the grace of Gop, in the gofpel, has 
taught us to do, and is ready to enable us 
todo. If we are but once effectually wrought 
upon to renounce our fins, and walk in new- 
nefs of life, ordering our converfation, not 
by ficthly wifdom, but by the grace of Gop, 
we may humbly hope, that Gop will be for 
é US3 
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us; and ifGop be for us, we need not fear 
who are againft us, No power whatever, 

in this cafe, thall do us any. real harm. The 

things that, to human appearance,aré apaintt 
us fhall in the end turn out to our advan- 
tage. Gop can make the moft adverfe ftate 
of affairs work out our beft good; and he 
will certainly do it, if welove him with all 
our hearts, and ferve him with all our might, 
conforming ourfelves to the dire@ions ot his 
word. While we truft ia the perfegtions of 
almighty Gop, in the way of doing our duty 
to him, we need not fear, however dark and 
melancholly the face of providence may ap- 
pear forthe prefent. For Gop will be our 
help. And “ happy are they who have the 
Gop of Jacob for their help, whofe hope’ is 
. in the Lord their Gov”. - While we thus fet 
our hope in him, we may triumph and fing, 

*‘the Lord is my light and my falvation,. 
whom fhall I fear ? The Lord is the ftrength 
of my lite, of whom fhall I be afraid ? When 
the wicked, even mine enemies, came upon 
me to eat up my fleth, they ftumbled and 
fell. Though an hoft fhould encampagainit 
me, my heart fhall noc fear; though they 
fhould rife againft me, in this willl be confi- 
dent.. 


I may how, with pertinency, put youupon 
recolleting, that this isthe day, on the 
yearly 


~ 
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yearly return of which we were wont to taker 
to ourlelves words, and fay, “‘ we were glad 
when they {aid unto.us, let us go into the 


‘houfe of the Lord.. Our feet fhall ftand 


within thy gates, O Boston. Bosron is 
as a city compact together, whither the 
tribes, throughout the province, by their re- 
prefentatives, the tribes of the Lord, affem- 

le to give thanks to the name of the Lord”, 
preparatory to the exercife of one of our im+ 
portant CuarTer-RigHts, the Erection» 
of his Majesty’s Councils 


The terhoval of the GeneraL Court; 
from this its anciens and conftitutienal feat, 
to. wranfact, the bufine(s of this day, unhap- 
pil cae ones ptsalls thofe fenlations of 
gricfwhich cbiteué sug eoro® of that joy; 
which, upon this e¢cafion, ufed to be pure 
and unalloyed. And our grief is heightned 
from the.confideration, that this change of 
place took rife from thofe,beyond the atlan- 
tic, who, as we have reafon to think, wifl 
not wellto ovr Sion, But though we la- 
ment this obitacle which has been thrown 
in the way of our joy, we bow the knee im 
humble grateful acknowledgments to the 
{upreme Ruler of the world, that we are 
pot deprived of our RIGHT, in* virtue of 
the RoYAL GRANT, to chufe councellers 
from among our{elyes, whatever reprefen- 

: en & tations 
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tations have been made to thofe in power, 
at Home, tending to wreft from wus this inva- 
laable right. And. it. is, I -doubr. not, 
the fiticere, ardent prayer of this. whole 
affembly, in union. with~ our. brechten. at 
Cambridge, that his majefty’s council may 
this day be filled with men of wifdom 
and’ undefftanding ; men of integrity and: 
uprighthefs ; mén of ability, and ~ well 
knowing inthe times; men thar fear Gop, 
honour the King, and are zéaloufly difpofed 
to feek the welfare of this people. We have, 
without controverfie, a fufficiency of fuch/ 
men in the province. ‘And the fault will lie 
withchole who are entrufted with theele&tions’ 
of this:day, or with him who has.a negative 
on their choice, if we have not the beft men 
in the country for our councellers, men well 
‘ince with the conftitution, laws, pri- 
veleges, and interefts of this people ; men of 
fidelity to their King and country ; men of 
a public fpirit, who are above a@ting under 
the influence of narrow and felfifh principles ; 
men of inflexible juftice, and undaunted re- 
folution, who will dare not to give their con= 
fent to unrighteous acts, or miftaken nomi- 
nations ; men who will difdain in their hearts 
to accommodate their conduét, in a fervile 
manner, either to their ele&tors, or him who 
can prevent their political exiftence ; in fine, 
| ese oo men 
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men who will fteadily,.and in a uniforms 
eourfe, act up to their character, fupport the 
honor of their ftations, and approve them- 
felves invariably faithful in their endeavours 
to advance the common weal, 


Tuese are the men:that may be called 
to fit at the council-board ; and we hope in 
that alwife almighty being, who prefides 
over the affairs of the children of men, 
fo to govern the views, and direct the 
thoughts, of the electors this day, as that 
they may beled into the choice of fuch coun- 
cellers as he fhall own, and fucceed to pro- 
mote the bett intereft of this people, efpeci- 

_ ally under.their, prefent difficulties and dif _ 
arefles. 26h er ee pares SF 


Awp when the feveral branches of athe 
Tegiflature: fhall proceed upon the affairs of 
the public, we pray Gop they may. be uni- 
tedly difpofed and enabled to act as thofe, 
who have upon their minds a juft fenfe of 
the vaft importance of the truft that is re= 

pofed in them. . 


Anp let it not be thought unfeafonable, 
no one prefent will think it fo, if I fhould 
fay, that it may reafonably be expected of 
our executive courts, that they a& with vi- 
gor, and impartiality, in the diftribution of 

ees juftice 
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juftice. If there fhould have been, ia any 
meafure, a failure in. this tefpect,  finee 
the King’s troops were ftatiened in this 
town, from whatever caufe, it is how hoped 
that “juftice and judement will run down 
our ftreets as a ftream’” + And J the rather 
mention this; becaufethe opened earth in 
one of our ftreets,in “the month cf march 
daft; received the ftreaming blood of ma- 
ny flaughtercd, @nd wounded innocents. 
So fhocking a tragedy was never before ac- 
ted if: this part of the world, and Gop 
forbid it fhould ever be: again | “Who the: 
ftheders ofr this ‘blood ‘were’ may ‘poflibly 
appear, upon the tryal of ‘thofe’ who are’ 
under ‘confinement, as* being fuppofed “te 
be the guilty perfons.. We with them ‘as 
fair and equal a tryal as they themfelves 
can defire, And thould they all, or any of 
them,be found guilty, though tieif fin be as 
<¢fcarler, and red ‘like erimion”: we heartily 
with their it ee that, of the mercy 
of Gop Jefus ~ Chrift, “they may 
efeape the fwcbwil ‘death; though our eye 
‘is teftrained from “pitying them fo as to 
wifh their deliverance from’the firft death. 
For the fupreme legiflator has faid, ““whefo 
f{heddeth man’s blood, by<man thal! his blodd 
be fhed"—=“‘life fhall go forlife”—‘* No 

hind fausiabion 
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fatisfaction thall.. be taken, for the; life of 2 
“wurderer—He thall furely_ be put to death, 


Somz have _whifpered a Aalpicion. as 
though a reprieve from death would be 
granted, fhould the guilt of blood | be fafined 

“ypon fome who are fuppofed to” have been 
‘actors in this horrid wickednefs—But it is an 
hight indignity offered to. him, who has the” 
power of giving areprieve, fo much as to 
fulpect he wouid do itin the cafe of BLoop 
“@uitTinEss, Clearly. proyed upon any, in 
*confequence of a fair and. impartial tryal. 
‘Surely, he would not counter-a& the opera- 
faon ef tbe law both ef Gop and man, 
Surely, be would not fuffer the Town and 
Lana, to lie uncer the. ceflement of blood! 
Surely; he weuld not make himfelf apartaker 
in the guilt of murder, by putting a ftop to 
‘the fhedding of their blood, who have mur- 
deroufly {piltthe bloed of others.! All fuch 
fotpicions fliould be fupprefied. They are 
*virewally a {candalovs reptoach refle€ted on 
him, of whole integrity, and regard to pub- 
lic juflice, we fhould entertain ia more ho- 
"bo able opinion, 


I Have no ees my hearers, to be ur- 
gentwith you to approve yourfelves loyal to 
tout rightful, and lawtul Kine GrorGe the 
Bits Third, 
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Third, now fetting om the. Britifh throne, 
For it is undoubtedly the. truth of faét,, that 
his Majefty has. no {ubjects, in any part of 
his extended dominions, that would more 
readily venture their, lives. and fortunes in 
defence of his: perfon, the .fucceffion in his 
royal houfe, and his government within the 
bounds of the englifh conftitution, than we 
in the Massacnusers-Province, not» 
withftanding the bafe and falfe reprefen- 
tations which haye occafioned his Majefty, 
and many of his minifters,. to look up-. 
,on_us with a jealous and angry eye, 

Gop forgive thofe lovers of themfelves in 
oppolition to, their King.and country, who, 
from felfihh views, have reprefented this 
people as difpofed to treafon and rebellion. 
Let us, my brethren, notwithftanding the 
malice of our enemies, and their unwearied 
attempts to imprefsthe mind of our So-., 
‘vereign, by communications to his mini- 
fters, with an ill opinion of us ; let us, I fay, 
go on, as we have hitherto conftantly done, 
to ‘* make fupplications, prayers, interceffi- 
ois, with giving of thanks”, for the King 
as fupreme, and for all in authority under 
him”, that by means of their wife,*gen- 
‘tle, and jut adminift rations in government, 
** we may lead quiet and peceable lives in 
all ‘eophacts and honefly”. 
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‘And may weall fo’ condué in the vai 
ridus ftations and relations we fuftain in ~ 
life, ‘as that we may honour Gop, ferve 
our generation according to his will, and 
finally “be accounted worthy of an ad- © 
miffioh into that kingdom that is above, 
where we fhall dwell in love and ~ peace, 

_ without fin or forrew, through the never — 
» ending ages of a bleffed eternity. ane mf 


‘Now tothe ‘bleffedl and only poten © 
fate, the King of ‘Kings, and Lord of * 
Lords, “of whem; and through whom, 
and to whom, are all chines, be honor 
and ‘power everlafting”. AMEN, 
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